Abbey Action
ABBEY COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER
The Community Newsletter for East Barnwell / Abbey Summer 2012 Edition
To contact the Abbey Action Project: Call Keith Jordan,
c/o East Barnwell Community Centre, Newmarket Road, Cambridge, CB5 8RS.
Tel. (01223) 517259 Email: abbeyaction1@tiscali.co.uk

Olympic flame will light up Abbey
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Newmarket Road, by Christ the Redeemer church, during a brief lull in the traffic.
It’s now just a few days until the Olympic flame arrives in Cambridge
heralding one of the highlights of the city’s summer.
The flame will arrive in Cambridge on July 7 and make its way
through the city to a special celebration stage on Parker’s Piece
where crowds attending the three-day Big Weekend celebrations
will see it light up an Olympic sized cauldron.

Also in this
issue.......

There will be a spectacular carnival-style procession to celebrate the
flame’s arrival – the culmination of a four-month community arts project
entitled ‘A Field for Dreams’, which will involve artists and local groups
from all over the city and celebrates the key Olympic and Paralympic
themes: equality, diversity, peace and a healthy environment.

Before arriving at Parker’s Piece the flame will be carried west
along Newmarket Road, turning left into Barnwell Road and Brooks
Road at approximately 6pm, before turning right to make its final
approach to the city centre along Mill Road.
On Saturday 7th July 2012 Newmarket and Barnwell Roads
will be the focus of a major national and international event……
see more on pages 3 – 5.
To coincide with this, an Abbey Community Fun Day will be
taking place.

Abbey Seaside Outing - Page 2
Olympic flame comes to Abbey - Page 3 - 5
Community Diary - Page 6 & 7
Barnwell Baptist Church 60th Jubilee Celebration - Page 8
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Abbey Seaside Outing

The bunting from the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee celebrations has mostly come down,
the gazebos and tablecloths have been dried out, the beacon on Castle Mound is out and
the parties are over, but there is more fun to come this summer! Go to page 3
To mark 60 years of the Queen’s reign, many Diamond Jubilee
celebrations took place during the extended bank holiday
weekend from 2nd – 5th June 2012. People came out in their
droves, braved the damp weather and organized street parties
in their local streets including Dudley Road (on the Recreation
Ground), Priory Road, Godesdone Road and Whitehill Close.
A Jubilee party also took place at Christ the Redeemer
Church. It demonstrated what can be achieved when people
in neighbourhoods come together and share their time,
energy and baking skills!
2012 is also a special year for Barnwell Baptist Church as it opened in the same year
Princes Elizabeth became Queen. Its Diamond Jubilee is being celebrated this year with
some events.
A Jubilee-related exhibition of old local photos was displayed in Barnwell Road Library. It
featured a timeline of the Queen’s life from 1952 to 2012 with photos illustrating life in the
Abbey area during the same 60 years.

Summer Seaside Outing 2012

Great Yarmouth
Sunday 22nd July
For many years, Abbey Action has arranged a summer
seaside outing for Abbey residents and friends. Residents
who attend the Abbey Action meetings have decided to
return to Great Yarmouth this year.
The town is always popular for its seaside attractions and
miles of golden beaches, but also has other, less well-known,
features; the Potteries and Herring museum, Norfolk Nelson
Museum, Time and Tide Museum, trips on the Southern Belle
restored Georgian pleasure steamer and more.
As in previous years, there will be a coach picking up from
8.30am at different places:
1. Rayson Way bus stop
2. Then Wadloes Road bus stop
3. then, about 8:45am onto Thorpe Way, bus stop by Ditton
Court (near Ditton Lane)
A Dial-A-Ride minibus will also be providing transport for a
limited number of passengers with limited mobility and their
helpers - this will pick up at their homes from 8.30am. Return
from Great Yarmouth: 5pm
TICKETS are limited and must be purchased before the
trip on a first come, first served basis (sorry, we can’t take
reservations) from East Barnwell Community Centre, CB5 8RS.
The centre office is open on most weekday mornings up until
20th July, but tickets usually sell out quickly.
If necessary, please call the Abbey Action office (Tel. 517259)
to arrange a suitable time to come in. The office is only
manned part of the week but there is an answerphone.
Cost: £7.50 adults, £1.00 for 16 years and under.
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Community Action - get
involved with Abbey Action
Abbey Action is a community project for the area involving local
residents who meet to plan local events and activities – from the
annual summer seaside outing, walks, community meetings to
events like the Riverside Community Day, the Big Litter Pick on
Coldhams Common, exhibitions at Barnwell Road Library and
the Christmas event by Barnwell Road shops. We have also
produced this community newsletter since 1997.
This year the group is moving towards becoming an
independent, constituted group, similar to the Kings Hedges
Partnership Project. We want more Abbey residents to become
involved to take the neighbourhood work further. If you have
ideas, skills, enthusiasm or just interest, please come to our next
meeting on Mon 10th September, 7 – 8.30pm, at Barnwell
Baptist Church. Starts with refreshments.
If you can’t attend the meeting but have ideas or could help in
other ways we would be pleased to hear from you.
Contact Keith Jordan who is the part-time project/community
worker for the project, based at East Barnwell Community
Centre, Newmarket Road (details on front page).
More details about Abbey Action can be found on the website
www.cambridge.gov.uk (go to ‘Community & Living’ >
‘Local Communities’ > Neighbourhood Projects/Newsletters).

Next Newsletter – Autumn edition

If you have any news of local events, local groups or activities for
our next edition, please send information to Abbey Action.
Deadline: 7th August, for early September distribution. Please
keep articles to 200 – 250 words as space is always limited!

Olympic flame comes to Abbey
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Olympic flame will light up Cambridge....
starting with Abbey!
On Saturday 7th July 2012 - day 50 of the Olympic flame’s long and winding tour
of the UK – the procession makes its way right through the Abbey ward.
The flame procession arrives in Cambridge with just 20 days to go before the
opening of the Games, heralding one of the highlights of the city’s summer. After its
journey from Newmarket, a series of people will carry the flame through the city at
approximately 6pm staring along Newmarket Road before turning left into Barnwell
Road. Residents are expected to turn out in large numbers to watch the flame pass by.
The relay then progresses along Brooks Road before turning right into Mill Road to
make its final approach to the city centre (with a spectacular carnival-style procession)
to a special celebration stage on Parker’s Piece where crowds attending the three-day
Big Weekend celebrations will see it light up a cauldron.
Cambridge City Council has put on the free celebrations to mark the flame’s visit in
association with LOCOG and the three sponsors of the national Olympic Torch Relay,
Coca Cola, Lloyds TSB and Samsung.

Route information
Roads on the Olympic Torch Relay route will be subject to rolling road closures, where police will temporarily close the road
approximately 10–15 minutes ahead of the Torch, opening it again approximately 30 minutes later once it has passed.
Advance convoy vehicles will pass down the route between 5-10 minutes before the Torchbearer convoy, handing out
promotional items to the crowds on the left hand side only - viewing is recommended from that side.
Police, traffic marshals and stewards will be positioned along the route to offer advice, help and directions.
To find out more about Olympic flame’s visit to Cambridge
See the website: cambridge.gov.uk/olympics
Phone: 01223 458628

Abbey Community Fun Day
Saturday 7th July 3.30pm – 6pm
With the once-in-a-lifetime opportunity of the Olympic flame relay coming through the area, Abbey
Action thought it was a great chance to celebrate locally before the first local torchbearer comes along
Newmarket Road.
East Barnwell Community Centre and Christ the Redeemer Church will be open (inside and out)
with stalls and activities

• Bouncy castle • Cakes and refreshments • Tombola stall • Bottle stall •
• Local history displays • Aerobics group taster session/demonstration • Buskers •
• Face-painting for children •
Gardening advice and a chance to see the renovated ‘lost garden’
of East Barnwell!
Sideshows - Hook a Duck, Can Shy, Skittles,
Ping-Pong-Pringles, Quoits & Ring the Bull.
We want to involve as many groups and organisations and so far we have See Saw
Pre-school, Slimming World, Tuesday Bowls Club, Brownies, Scouts, Sea Cadets,
Blue Cross, Make, Do & Mend group, Cambridge Harmony, Christ the Redeemer,
Abbey Action project, East Barnwell Health Centre PPG, Barnwell & Fen Ditton
Local History Society, plus others taking part. Whitehill Neighbourhood Watch will
be having stall along Barnwell Road. If you organise a club or group do take part –
contact Abbey Action project.
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Olympics inspires summer of fun
The City Council has organised a range of exciting Olympics-inspired activities for local people to get involved in.
Various clubs and sports centres within the city are hosting a variety of family sport taster sessions.
All family members are encouraged to participate in physical activity together.
Indoor Cricket

Sunday 19th August, 10am-12noon Netherhall Sports Centre

Football

Saturday 1st September, 10am-12noon Kelsey Kerridge

Multi-Skills Session Sunday 9th September, 11am-1pm Cherry Hinton Village Centre
Advanced booking and payment must be made at time of booking. Minimum booking number: two people, including
one accompanying adult. No more than four children per adult. Adults will be expected to take part in all activities!
Prices: under 8s FREE, 8-11 years £1; 12 years+ £2.
All sessions include coaching and equipment, unless otherwise stated.
For more information and a full timetable visit: www.cambridge.gov.uk/getactive
or contact Sports & Recreation on: 01223 457532 or sportsdevelopment@cambridge.gov.uk

Mums on the Run

Olympic Values at Abbey
Meadows Primary School

Mums who have children attending pre / primary
schools in Cambridge City are invited to get in touch
with the Sports Team if they’d like to set up a running
group from their school after the school drop off once
a week.
The sessions are for those who want to get back to
running or who haven’t run before. Specialist run
leaders will initially focus on getting all running from
0 – 5 kilometres.
The sessions promise to be a lot of fun and you will
be able to have a good natter all the way round!
If there are a group of you (5 plus) who would like
to have a running group organised for you after
the school drop off, please be in touch and we will
organise a start date for the September term.

The Olympic Games arrived early at Abbey
Meadows Primary School. The school held
an ‘Olympic Fortnight,’ which began on
Monday 21st May.

Run Cambridge in 2012
‘Run Cambridge in 2012’ is a new project to get more
people running around the beautiful green spaces in the
city and surrounding areas. A number of marked routes of
varying distances will be launched in July on the following
green spaces – Jesus Green, Parkers Piece, Cherry
Hinton hall, Lamas Land and
Coldhams Common.
For further information about
either of the projects and how to
get involved please contact the
Sports Team (details above).
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The usual school curriculum was abandoned and all
lessons and activities during this time promoted and
celebrated the Olympic values of respect, excellence,
friendship, courage, determination, inspiration and
equality.
Early Years children took part in mini Olympic
activities as part of their physical development
sessions, whilst Year 1 children used their
mathematical skills and knowledge and took on the
important job of investigating the best souvenirs
to sell at the Games gift shop. Children in Year 2
designed and made their own Olympic torches and
found out facts about famous Olympic athletes. Year
3 children used their literacy skills to write a letter
to Tom Daly encouraging and inspiring him to do
well in his diving events this summer. A professional
artist visited Year 5, whilst children in Year 6 became
promoters of a fantasy country and wrote sales
pitches to secure their country as host of the next
Olympic Games!
Parents and carers were invited to attend the final
event of the fortnight, ‘School Games Day 2012.’
Events such as gymnastics, basketball, hockey and
football featured in the day and all children enjoyed
participating in a variety of multi skills activities.
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Olympic flame comes to Abbey
all’s Gypsy

Arthur Marsh

From Ancient
Greece to
Newmarket Road!

Moth 1930

The Torch and Relay were important elements
of the cultural festivals surrounding the Olympics
of Ancient Greece. Heralds travelled throughout
Greece to announce the Games, declaring a
sacred truce for the duration. A sacred flame then
burned continually on the altar of the goddess,
Hera in Olympia.
In modern times the flame is lit from the sun’s rays
at the ruins of the home of the ancient Games
- the Temple of Hera - in a traditional ceremony.
After a short relay around Greece, the flame is
handed over to the new Host City at another
ceremony in the Panathenaiko stadium in Athens.

Cambridge Air

port 1937

Local Legend -

Olympic Team member and early
aviator to aerospace businessman
Sir Arthur Gregory George Marshall, OBE, (born 4
December 1903 – died 16 March 2007) was not just
a local man, but a great British aviation pioneer and
successful businessman, becoming chairman of Marshall
Aerospace between 1942 and 1989.
He grew up at the Marshall household on Newmarket
Road, when much of the East Barnwell part of Abbey was
still mainly rural. He progressed from Tonbridge School to
Jesus College and became interested in aeronautics but
also excelled as an athlete and became a Cambridge Blue.
He earned a place on the British team for the 1,600 metres
at the 1924 Olympics in Paris. This was depicted in the
1981 Oscar-winning film Chariots of Fire.
Sir Arthur learnt to fly in 1928, and shortly thereafter
created an airstrip near the family home near Newmarket
Road, which by 1929 had turned into a full-fledged
airfield. ‘Aviation Hall’ and ‘Marshall’s Aviation Ground’
on Newmarket Road is listed on the 1929-30 entry of the
Spalding Directory. Soon after, the Marshall family bought
the land where the present Cambridge Airport now
stands and started Marshall Aerospace. The first airfield
was then occupied by the new Whitehill estate.
Sir Arthur died aged 103 having developed Marshall of
Cambridge from a modest 1920s car hire and garage
business to an internationally renowned aerospace
engineering company.
Thanks to Marshall of Cambridge for use of photos

The flame arrived in Cornwall on 18th May and
started the 70 day journey around the British Isles,
with a short detour to Dublin.
Between 19 May – 27 July it is being carried by
some 8,000 inspirational Torchbearers, through
over 1,000 communities, spreading the message
of peace, unity and friendship.
It will enable local communities to shine a light on
the best their area has to offer.
We are fortunate that the Abbey area will be one of
them! Come together to celebrate.
It ends its journey as the last Torchbearer lights the
cauldron at the Opening Ceremony, marking the
official start of the Games.
The Flame is extinguished on the final day of the
Games, at the Closing Ceremony.
Line the Streets to show your support!

Paralympic torch and events
Cambridge has also been chosen to host
the Paralympic torch on the afternoon of
Friday 24 August.
Its arrival will be celebrated as part of the final day
of the City Council’s Parasport programme which
runs from 13 to 24 August at centres across the
city. This offers able and disabled children and
young adults the opportunity to try Paralympic
sports in the build-up to the Games. Activities on
offer include swimming, wheelchair basketball,
martial arts, cycling and Boccia, which is a game
similar to bowls.
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Community Diary
Abbey Community Diary

As well as many regular groups and activities that take place each week in the Abbey area here are a few events
and meetings that are taking place in the ward or nearby.

JULY

Saturday 7th July Abbey Community Fun Day See page 3

Weekends in July - Cambridge Open Studios 2012

Sunday 8th July Leper Chapel Open Sunday
2-4pm. Admission free but donations welcome

Several local artists will be displaying their art work during some
of the weekends in July. As well as 2 studios in the Riverside
area, several will be having displays at the Cambridge Museum
of Technology. Programmes are widely available now or go to the
website www.camopenstudios.co.uk

Exhibition at Barnwell Road Library

Recently the display boards have featured a timeline of the Queen’s
life from 1952 to 2012 with a similar timeline with photos illustrating
life in the Abbey area during the same 60 years. So much change
has taken place – brickwork chimneys and gas holders demolished,
Barnwell Road completed and much new housing has been built.
Opening hours:
Tuesdays: 10.00am – 5.00pm Wednesdays: 10.00am – 5.00pm
Thursdays: 2.00pm – 5.00pm Fridays: 2.00pm – 5.00pm
Saturdays: 10.00am – 1.00pm
Saturday 7th July Hop Hop Hurrah!
Garden Open to Celebrate the Olympic torch ‘Hop Past’
A delightful small suburban garden at 25 Elfleda Road, with its
numerous rabbits and roses, will have its annual opening, with
scrumptious tea and cakes, from 2pm-7.30pm ‘pawsing’ only for
the torch to come past at about 5.30-6.30pm.
Come and while away the waiting hours with a hop round the garden!

14th-15th July Multi-cultural mini-world cup (7-a-side)
Abbey Leisure Complex, Pool Way
Adults’ competitions take place on the Saturday and junior events
on the Sunday. Tel: Cambs FA on 01223 209035
Saturday 14th July Open Eco Gardens
Wednesday 18th July “Life of a Town Crier” –
Talk by Mrs Hayter-Smith
Fen Ditton Local History Society – all welcome! Community Wing at
Abbey Meadows School, Galfrid Road, CB5 8ND. 7.00pm-9.30pm.
Read more on next page
Friday 20th July School summer term closes

School’s out for summer! ChYpPS summer programme
Many free events for school-aged children will be taking place
in local parks across the city over the summer holidays run by
Cambridge City Council’s ChYpPS service (the Children and
Young People’s Participation Service).
Sports and games, Activities on the community play boat,
Come aboard The Dec activity bus.
Full programme available from early July
(no need to book – just turn up).
ChYpPS will also be running several larger community events in
the city as part of their Big Wednesdays and Neighbourhood
Thursday’s projects....see 2nd August
Facebook: facebook.com/chypps
Website: cambridge.gov.uk/chypps
Phone: 01223 457873
Sunday 22nd July Seaside outing to Great Yarmouth
See page 2
Sunday 22nd July CENTENARY OPEN DAY
Cambridge United Football Club is celebrating the start of
their Centenary season.
From 10am the doors of the R Costings Abbey Stadium will be
thrown open for fans to explore like never before. Among the
exciting events will be:
• Ground tours;
• A walking football match;
• Activities for all the family;
• Past and present players available to chat;
• The Youth & Community Trust demonstrating skills and training
sessions;
• A series of fans’ forums; and
• Classic clips on big screens and a real-life sample of the 100
Years of Coconuts museum.
The Club hopes to create a ‘family fun day’ atmosphere, with many
activities available at very low cost, and admittance absolutely
free! Keep an eye on http://www.cufc100.co.uk for the latest
information, including how you could be playing on the hallowed
Abbey turf. For any enquiries about the Open Day email
commercial@cambridge-united.co.uk
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Community Diary
Wednesday 25th July Next meeting of East Barnwell Health
Centre’s Patient Participation Group.
7.00pm at the Health Centre. Speaker to be announced.
East Barnwell Health Centre now has its own Patient Participation
Group (PPG) with a committee & members made up from the
practice’s own patients. The PPG aims to work for improvements
in the Health Centre for benefit of both patients & Health Care Staff
and to help in health education in the wider community.
It does not act as a conveyor or mediator of any complaints and
is only open to current health centre patients. A current project is
looking at community transport schemes, similar to voluntary
Hospital Car systems. There are special care groups such as
Diabetics & Deafness.
Patients are most welcome to attend all meetings & get involved
– perhaps help with events and fund raising. Meeting take place
on the last Wednesday of each month and have so far included
talks by the local Personal Health Trainers and a Community
Care representative.
Contact email: eastbarnwellpatientsgroup@gmail.com or ask at
Reception about the Patient Group. Look for East Barnwell Health
Centre’s website. On the right hand side of the page. Click on East
Barnwell Health Centre PPG second from top of that column.

AUGUST
Thursday 2nd August ChYpPS ‘Neighbourhood Thursday’
at Thorpe Way Rec, 2pm - 4pm
Thursday 2nd August East Area Committee Cherry Trees Centre, St Matthews Street, from 7pm.
Cambridge City Council’s regional meeting. Local residents from the
Abbey, Romsey, Petersfield and Coleridge wards are welcome. A
chance to ask a question to your local councillors. Contact: 01223
457013 or email democratic.services@cambridge.gov.uk
Sunday 12th August Olympic closing ceremony
Friday 24th August Paralympic Flame comes to Cambridge

SEPTEMBER
What’s on at The Blue Cross?

Each year the centre on 20 Garlic Row takes in and re-homes
several hundred cats and a number of rabbits too. They have also
recently launched a scheme to help people re-home their dogs
directly from their home to a new owner. Throughout the year there
are events; from open days to Dog and cat micro-chipping days.
The centre’s next Open Day is Sunday 2nd September. Details for
all these events: Tel: 0300 777 1470 www.bluecross.org.uk
Saturday 8th September The Friends of the Leper Chapel
would like to invite you to the Stourbridge Fair... a taste of
medieval times and the trading Fair that became renowned around
the British Isles and Europe. The Fair opens as usual at 12 noon,
and goes on until about 4.30 pm

Monday 10th September Abbey Action meeting at Barnwell
Baptist Church, 7 - 9pm

Forthcoming Local History Society programme:
August
Sept. 19th
Oct. 17th
Nov. 21st

No Meeting.
Mrs. A. Dickens. - “Digging up Robert Sayle”
Mrs. H. Ridout - “Cambridge Students Past”
Mrs. H. Ritchie - “Addenbrooke’s Hospital”

Meetings held on the 3rd Wednesday of every month, except
January & August at the Community Wing, 7.00pm-9.30pm.
Currently Members paid up to 19/04/12 = £1 per meeting.
New members of any age welcome. Visitors = £2 per meeting.
Temporary Chairman until December 2012
Mr. John Moyle. Tel: 01223-241031
Email: johnmoyle@yahoo.co.uk

David Cullum (10th June 1935 - 21st April 2012)
Sadly the Society lost their
loyal and hard working
Chairman, David Cullum,
this year.
David Cullum (on left) with
John Moyle at a Leper
Chapel open day last
autumn. David was always
enthusiastic about collecting information about past times in
Barnwell and Fen Ditton. He loved to talk to people and had
many friends around the city, and especially in Abbey, where he
had lived for many years in Ditton Fields. He helped organise
many reunions with residents who lived in Ditton Fields in the
early days. His friendly nature will be greatly missed but his
work lives on – the collection of local history material he had
maintained and added to over the years has been kept in the
area, at East Barnwell Community Centre.

LOCAL GROUPS AND ORGANISATIONS
Callings parents with young children

Spaces for 3 year olds are still available at The Fields Children’s
Centre for the term starting in September. Care is available any
time between 8am - 6pm
Telephone: 01223 518333 or pop into the centre for an
application form.
The Fields Children’s Centre - located on the Abbey Meadows
School site off Galfrid Road, CB5 8ND

Gazebo appeal!

Do you have a spare parasol or gazebo that you no longer need?
We would be happy take any of these items off your hands to
provide added sun protection for the children in our care.
See-Saw Pre-School
East Barnwell Community Centre
Newmarket Road, CB5 8RS
Telephone : 01223 294736
seesawpre-school@hotmail.co.uk

Adrenaline Martial Arts

A class for children meets Wednesdays 4 – 4.45pm in the Abbey
Hall at East Barnwell Community centre.
Keep updated on facebook; www.facebook.com/AdrenalineMA
Tel: 0844 69 333 79
www.blackbeltattitude.co.uk
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Barnwell Baptist Church












We are so pleased to be celebrating our 60th anniversary
this year, and we want you to celebrate with us. It has
been an eventful 60 years—with some ups and downs,
but we’re still here, and we’re loving being part of what
is going on in Abbey.
The 1st July Celebration Service and ‘Tough Talk’ event
marks the start of a number of specials during the year.
We’ve got a series of Special Services coming up in
September—the themes for these services have been
chosen by you—the residents of Abbey—see opposite.
Then later in the year, in October, we are pleased to be
able to have John Archer with us. John has recently
come to national recognition as he was one of only two
magicians to fool Penn & Teller on their ITV show
“Fooling Penn & Teller” and as a result won the privilege
of performing in Las Vegas at one of their shows. Not
only is he a very gifted magician, but he is also very
funny. Because of the demand we expect it will be a
ticketed event—more details will be available in
September, but we’re already getting pre-orders, so don’t hang about if you want to bag a seat—get in touch
with Stuart at the Church Office.
As always, we will be hosting a Coffee Morning as part of MacMillan Cancer Support’s “World’s Biggest Coffee
Morning” on Friday 28th September, but this year we will also be holding a Quiz Night in the evening and a Car
Boot and Table Top Sale on the Saturday morning—all to raise some extra cash for this very worthy cause.
We continue to be passionate about our local community and remain committed to the community days (the
next one we’re planning will be Ditton Fields hopefully) as well as being part of the discussions about the future
development of Abbey Action.
If you’ve never been along to one of our services, we’d love to see you—we meet at 10.30am on Sundays.


And of course, if you think there is anything we can do to help, please do get in touch.

Here’s to the next 60!
Barnwell Baptist Church
Howard Road, Cambridge CB5 8QS
01223 292454
www.barnwellbaptistchurch.org.uk

“Loving God…Loving People…”
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